When he conducts s
television, he 1:.;:}.2: a::;n:; o m“, & : f?ﬁx M‘fa
Indian P.E.N. as ils most active oific Ln e e
other pe%:lc.'s pocms. ﬁd‘ﬁﬁiﬁl;&ﬁ;’;'rﬁgaﬂ L
carning lifelong friends and Tnemics — he 15 (60 :l:‘in e
he writes his poetry he teaches, this time lar J;hims%igw‘
cn]?ts:.:ts Ihg. pedagogic bone is rclie.'\'ruﬁ, even subves
:fha-t' ;r:f;eug?ny, subdued passion, and simple, dircet concern for
When Ezt_akicl was an 9ndcrg_r_ad.ua\= lie came under the influence
IN. Roy and was an active memiber of the Radical Denfocratic pa
Maser's degree in Enghish literature in 1047

i $ and stu(!.cdv‘!ylamphy;m_ﬂ beck Callege under
C.E. M. Joad. Ezekiel has been a man of varied int [t h e
manager of a well-known advertising firm in t.hg_!i&ic_s, manager of the
Chemould, @ pi ctureframe manufacturing company for ayear. In 1952he
even worked as deck scrubber and coal:carrier on an English cargo ship

home from England.

to carn his passage :
Ezekiclwon lasting renown in literature)His pro Cislonas A teacher
for a number of years at Bombay Univetsily shaped

of English literature
R e
Faekiel : Colleeted ﬁ::mf_(O.Uj'w 19567 p. XVIL

1 Gicve Patel: «ntroduction” Niss
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eHig e e 3“’3,?; :nn. 12, 2004 and is survived by three

157
5 ists of 4 Time 1o Change (1952),
0 Sty Poems 18 vt (1959, The Tnfinished Nan Coooy. e
e .(h 5]5)-""_!'"_5 1 Darkness (1976) and Latter- D Psaimg. In
i Poems be Ieaves the impression of an jirban poet, the poct of the
Brea melropolis — Bomlay, Where he was Bornan cre he has been
living since his birth. Bombay haunts his imagination :
Barbaric city sick with slums,

7t Deprived nf;easnns, blessed with rains,

. Its hawkers,
Moyein i

‘ppars, oo-lunged, = cuthy o (L 5]
: unes €

Proce
il

atorial lan =
like masses many tonpued,
are in words and crumbs.
2. EZEKIELS CONCEFPTION OF POETRY
Missim Ezekicl, one of the major pocts in Indian English literature,
has expressed valuable ideas on literature and life in his letters, eritical
writings and interviews, It is essential to know his critical credo in order
to evaluate his poetr © right perspective. He looks al literature in
relation tosociety, In s writings Ezaki,ﬂmuaggs_l_m_ggglmlityu[mnu
_inthe universe and prelers poetry of statement and purpoese, In American
T another kind of lyricism, an easy,
uption, not a trance-like aest hetic

thgSoul

Qv

poetry of the sixties Ezekicl found
controlled flow, not a surrealistic er
dexterity bul poétic reasonablencs
éfp_q?[{y. This poelry expresses

u and jts‘culture.”*
ic tradition “that can be traced
< belong to its time and place, a

freshness which expresse
anized theory, no moral

I Nissim Ezckicl : The Sivies; Span, Sept
2 lbid, p.9.
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n snd__th Eastern, the urban
ly exprossed in Latter Day Psalms =

Eﬂ&hﬁu prmm:ﬂh::i
and his people are r
Iwc.tﬁ&rg}g.lhw ;

His anger. :
Literature not only strengthens cultural contacts but il @
understanding of humanity and its Juture. He says
y 4 cultural inhe

promotes the
a poet should bhe “authentically a
A poet, divorced from hiz muliey and cultural ethos,
genuine poctry. He says : * independ I
(3] alienati wat.”” He ar:fy]_lygmids
of ‘:fh‘ rootless” and “the pa rochialism of the n
writes :
T have made my commitments now.
This is one : to stay where I am,
As others choose (0 give themsclves
In some remote and backward place.
My backward place is where I am. 3
Ezekiel recognises - _primal stufl. of which poetry and m licism
are ma@g.'s However, he is “opposed to the m ysﬁc.‘n{ poct_rﬁm

n mid, pY.
2 Censorship and the Wrirer, Seminarn, July 1963, p.7.
3 [ndian Express, Nov. 7, 1982

“Poctry as Knowledge", Ohest, May-June 1972. p 44,
Fice Press Bulletin, Oct. 7, 1974,

wT'o Poets : A. K. Ramanujam and K. N. Daruwalln '
Jute 18, 1972, p. 43,

“Poetry as Knowledge", Quest, May-June 1972, pAa
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